
Table 1-ci.  Average Monthly Poverty, by Selected Characteristics: 2001 through 2003 with 90-Percent Confidence Intervals

Characteristic
Total Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Total Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Total Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Estimate C.I.1 (+/-)

All People 278,898 39,245 793      14.1 0.3 281,014 39,485 905      14.1 0.3 285,555 39,336 873      13.8 0.3

Race and Hispanic Origin
White 228,664 27,422 685      12.0 0.3 230,207 27,417 779      11.9 0.3 233,759 27,357 751      11.7 0.3
  White, not Hispanic 195,851 19,939 595      10.2 0.3 196,300 19,628 672      10.0 0.3 197,827 19,640 649      9.9 0.3
Black 35,481 9,424 420      26.6 1.0 35,867 9,660 483      26.9 1.2 36,520 9,586 464      26.2 1.1
Asian or Pacific Islander 11,304 1,473 169      13.0 1.4 11,277 1,393 187      12.3 1.6 11,553 1,415 182      12.2 1.5
Hispanic 36,199 8,338 396      23.0 1.0 37,428 8,635 458      23.1 1.1 39,529 8,657 442      21.9 1.0
Not Hispanic 242,699 30,906 720      12.7 0.3 243,586 30,850 819      12.7 0.3 246,025 30,679 789      12.5 0.3

Age
Under 18 Years 71,758 14,070 507      19.6 0.7 71,657 14,256 580      19.9 0.7 72,177 14,144 558      19.6 0.7
18 to 64 Years 173,516 21,495 615      12.4 0.3 175,620 21,748 704      12.4 0.4 179,171 21,640 678      12.1 0.4
65 Years and Over 33,623 3,679 266      10.9 0.8 33,737 3,481 294      10.3 0.8 34,207 3,553 287      10.4 0.8

Sex
Male 136,206 17,131 529      12.6 0.4 137,286 17,314 605      12.6 0.5 139,620 17,274 584      12.4 0.4
Female 142,692 22,114 590      15.5 0.4 143,728 22,172 672      15.4 0.5 145,935 22,063 648      15.1 0.5

Educational Attainment (People 18 and 
Over)
Less than 4 years of high school 35,188 8,544 401      24.3 1.0 35,491 8,388 451      23.6 1.1 37,219 8,338 434      22.4 1.0
High school graduate, no college 61,947 7,703 381      12.4 0.6 60,495 7,482 427      12.4 0.7 60,012 7,315 408      12.2 0.6
One or more years of college 106,996 8,439 398      7.9 0.4 105,046 7,911 439      7.5 0.4 105,041 7,630 416      7.3 0.4

Work Disability Status (People 15 to 69 
years)
With a work disability 21,763 5,603 327      25.7 1.3 20,335 5,015 352      24.7 1.5 19,321 4,748 330      24.6 1.5
No work disability 173,341 18,703 578      10.8 0.3 176,941 19,463 669      11.0 0.4 181,793 19,725 650      10.9 0.4

Metropolitan Area Status
Metropolitan Area 224,595 29,767 709      13.3 0.3 225,668 29,813 807      13.2 0.4 229,629 29,797 779      13.0 0.3
  Central City 81,607 15,300 527      18.7 0.6 82,529 15,204 598      18.4 0.7 84,246 15,301 579      18.2 0.6
  Not a Central City 142,989 14,468 514      10.1 0.4 143,138 14,609 587      10.2 0.4 145,383 14,495 564      10.0 0.4
Not a metropolitan area 54,303 9,477 421      17.5 0.7 55,346 9,673 483      17.5 0.8 55,926 9,540 463      17.1 0.8

Region
Northeast 52,953 6,863 360      13.0 0.6 52,968 6,852 409      12.9 0.7 54,073 7,004 399      13.0 0.7
Midwest 63,500 7,512 377      11.8 0.6 63,649 7,494 427      11.8 0.6 63,592 7,397 410      11.6 0.6
South 99,113 16,122 540      16.3 0.5 99,977 16,066 613      16.1 0.6 101,811 16,215 594      15.9 0.6
West 63,332 8,747 405      13.8 0.6 64,420 9,074 469      14.1 0.7 66,079 8,720 444      13.2 0.6
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(SOURCE:  Survey of Income and Program Participation.  For information on sampling and nonsampling error see <http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp/source.html>. Numbers in 
thousands)
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Characteristic
Total Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Total Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Total Estimate C.I.1 (+/-) Estimate C.I.1 (+/-)

2003
In povertyIn poverty

2001 2002
In poverty

Number PercentageNumber Percentage Number Percentage

Family Status
In Families 233,309 28,641 697      12.3 0.3 235,468 29,164 799      12.4 0.3 239,825 29,145 772      12.2 0.3
      - with related children under 18 150,130 24,224 649      16.1 0.4 151,643 24,885 747      16.4 0.5 153,920 24,757 719      16.1 0.5
  Married-couple families 180,152 13,802 503      7.7 0.3 181,848 14,217 579      7.8 0.3 184,927 13,914 554      7.5 0.3
      - with related children under 18 111,638 10,753 447      9.6 0.4 112,778 11,416 523      10.1 0.5 114,693 11,051 497      9.6 0.4
  Female-headed-no-husband-present 
families 40,857 13,128 491      32.1 1.0 41,680 13,263 561      31.8 1.1 42,769 13,496 546      31.6 1.1
      - with related children under 18 31,263 12,144 473      38.8 1.2 31,788 12,152 538      38.2 1.4 32,183 12,296 522      38.2 1.3

  Male-headed-no-wife-present families 12,300 1,711 182      13.9 1.4 11,939 1,684 205      14.1 1.6 12,130 1,735 201      14.3 1.5
      - with related children under 18 7,229 1,327 161      18.3 2.0 7,078 1,316 182      18.6 2.3 7,045 1,410 181      20.0 2.3
Unrelated individuals 45,589 10,604 444      23.3 0.9 45,546 10,321 498      22.7 1.0 45,730 10,191 478      22.3 0.9
      - in non-family households 41,237 9,075 412      22.0 0.9 41,712 8,966 466      21.5 1.0 42,186 8,910 448      21.1 1.0

Employment Status (People 18 years and 
over)
Employed full-time 107,831 4,408 291      4.1 0.3 106,492 4,180 322      3.9 0.3 108,556 4,136 309      3.8 0.3
Employed part-time 29,085 4,289 287      14.7 0.9 29,522 4,100 319      13.9 1.0 30,002 4,044 305      13.5 1.0
Unemployed 5,037 2,221 207      44.1 3.1 6,200 2,540 252      41.0 3.1 6,067 2,492 241      41.1 3.1
Not in the labor force 65,186 14,256 510      21.9 0.7 67,143 14,408 583      21.5 0.8 68,752 14,521 565      21.1 0.8

Marital Status (People 18 years and over)
Married 117,921 8,177 392      6.9 0.3 118,950 8,342 450      7.0 0.4 120,830 8,229 431      6.8 0.4
Separated, divorced, widowed 40,723 8,105 391      19.9 0.9 40,949 8,039 442      19.6 1.0 41,662 8,132 429      19.5 0.9
Never married 48,495 8,892 408      18.3 0.8 49,458 8,848 463      17.9 0.9 50,885 8,832 446      17.4 0.8

Number of People in the Family
1-person family 45,589 10,604 444      23.3 0.9 45,546 10,321 498      22.7 1.0 45,730 10,191 478      22.3 0.9
2-person family 67,196 6,179 343      9.2 0.5 66,394 5,951 382      9.0 0.6 66,552 5,947 369      8.9 0.5
3-person family 50,596 5,841 333      11.5 0.6 50,345 5,829 378      11.6 0.7 50,771 5,435 353      10.7 0.7
4-person family 58,723 6,483 351      11.0 0.6 59,619 6,451 398      10.8 0.6 61,368 6,725 391      11.0 0.6
5-person family 32,293 4,683 299      14.5 0.9 34,961 5,467 367      15.6 1.0 35,613 5,349 350      15.0 0.9
6 or more-person family 24,500 5,454 322      22.3 1.2 24,149 5,467 367      22.6 1.4 25,521 5,688 361      22.3 1.3

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2001-2003.

1. A 90-percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the confidence interval 
in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. For further information on the source of 
the data and accuracy of the estimates, including standard errors and confidence intervals, go to 
<http://www.sipp.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A01_20060323_Long(S&A-3).pdf>
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